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CONFIDENTIAL

3 May 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR : Director, Office of Scientific Inteliigénce
~ Director, Office of Economic Research .

(1]

Request for Research Prioritigs”in

SUBJECT
- . Nuclear Energy )

1. During the past several nonths, energy-relateg
research in support of U.S. Government policy groups hasg
been largely limited to current "crisis" problems such asg -
the embargo, worldwide petroleum supply and demand, the
impact of higher oil prices on the international economy
and international financial markets, and methods of coping
with future supply disruptions. ' DR g

2. In the longer-range energy picture, however,‘the'ﬁ"
- possibility of developing alternative forms of energy to
reduce the world's current overwhelming dependence on oil

in a more systematic fashion, particularly in the context of
the guidelines of Project Independence and the policy cptions
it offers the U.S. Government, S . )

3. The development of 1onger—range élternatives to

involves g study of long-term market forces including
alternative prices, inter—fuel competition, the pPossibili-
ties of substitution, financial requirements, and the role
of national energy policies, 1In addition, the political
background is important in that national policy options

as their ultimate development.

wide research effort on the role of alternative forms of
energy in future energy markets. or i I would like

Your offijices to provide a working outline of the future

r £ r1n _f “Iﬁféfﬁationalﬁg“ergz picture

fo_r t@e timeframe 1980—1985—-19903__ .47 PRy rh-my 25X1
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Key considerations for the outline would include estimates

of future supply and demand -- and underlying assumptiong -—-
the role of new technology, price trends, political considera-
tions impacting on the market, national energy policy options,
and net assessment analysis of the projected future role

of nuclear energy. I, would like to have this outline by May 24,
so that I may organize an inter-agency committee to allocate

research responsibilities. _ : i
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